Diseases with Periodontal Manifestations no rational arrangement could be discerned, glanders and foot-and-mouth disease appearing to equal scarlatina and rubella in importance. Funda- mental definitions such as that of the P.M.A. index or of the distinction between clinical and anatomical crown are omitted and too much made of the abstruse. The outmoded use of chromic acid and penicillin troches and chewing gum is perpetuated in the treatment of Vincent's infection as is the cauterisation of aphthous ulcers by phenol. Whilst the whole effect is one of loose writing there is much useful information to be found in the book which is well produced and lavishly illustrated.
Crash Injuries. The Integrated Medical Aspects of Automobile Injuries and Deaths. By Jacob Kulowski, M.D., F.A.C.S., F.I.C.S. (Pp. xlii+1080; illustrated. £13). Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1960. This large and ambitious book deals with an important problem. The author considers first the mechanics of injury in road traffic accidents with particular reference to injuries to the occupants of cars. He gives valuable summaries of the findings of all the major American studies such as DeHaven's early work on deceleration, studies of experimental crashes at the Institute of Traffic and Transportation Engineering in Los Angeles, the work of Dye on simulated crashes, the extensive surveys made by the Cornell group, and the heroic experiments of Colonel J. P. Stapp on deceleration from high velocities. Both the forces assaulting the occupant of a crashing vehicle, and present knowledge of the tolerance of his body for such violence, are well described.
Later chapters give details of types of injury which result from accidents to road vehicles including both clinical and autopsy findings. Much of this very useful data is from the author's personal investigations as a busy practising surgeon.
A large section devoted to treatment from first aid to final rehabilitation is followed by a brief account of medical and psychological factors predisposing to accidents and a concluding discussion of the "Hostile Environment" which produces the injuries and possible means for improving the present unsatisfactory situation.
The book is not easily read-at least not for a reader from this side the Atlantic n The`athoi's preference for impressive circumlocution dohfuses many statements and makes a few' almost' meaningless. However, such criticism' should' not detract from the book's status as the mostfull and adequate account of this urgent subject at present available. Antibiotics and Sulphonamides in Ophthalmology.
By Arnold Sorsby and Joseph Ungar. (Pp. ix+117;-illustrated. 12s. 6d.) London: Oxford University Press. 1960. It must be seldom indeed that so small a book can be found to contain such a wealth of valuable information. In little over a hundred pages not only the fundamental principles of the use of antibiotics in eye diseases but also the practical aspects of antibiotic therapy are described. Nevertheless this is no tabulated summary, but a readable book which contains scarcely an unnecessary word. In addition it has an excellent index. References are given for most of the important observations in the text and are listed at the end of the book.
The three standard methods of applications of antibiotics in eye diseases, systemic, topical and subconjunctival, are funy considered and the advantages and limitations of each method-discussed. Each antibiotic known to be of value in ocular disease is considered separately. Specific types of ocular infection are also described and lines of treatment suggested.
It will well repay any ophthalmologist to read this little book and to keep it afterwards for easy reference. lications. 1960 . At present relatively few people are engaged in full-time medical photography. Books on this subject can, therefore, never enjoy a large market and this may be one reason for the dearth of authoritative literature on the subject. The fact that Gibson's book has reached a second edition within the course of a few years can be taken as a signal of unusual success and probably indicates that it has become recognized as a standard work, at least within its country of origin.
The author has wisely taken the opportunity of rewriting the text almost completely and has incorporated a wealth of new illustrative material. If there is a weakness to be found, it is that the author has attempted to make the book appeal to too wide an audience. On the other hand, there are still many doctors who, by virtue of their keen
